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Prayer of hope

Father,

Thank you that nothing is impossible with you.
When circumstances seem to conspire, when
situations are entrenched, when relationships
feel fragile, help us to remember that you are the
God who breaks through barriers, who opens
eyes and transforms lives of even the most
unlikely people. Help us to remember Paul -
who he was and what he became B to be
encouraged and full of hope and thanks,

In Jesus name,

Amen.

By Daphne Kitching

Listen to Your Life

If | were called upon to state in a few words the essence
of everything | was trying to say both as a novelist and as
a preacher it would be something like this: Listen to your
life. See it for the fathomless mystery that it is. In the
boredom and pain of it no less than in the excitement and
gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and
hidden heart of it because in the last analysis all
moments are key moments, and life itself is grace.

- from"Now and Then""
Frederick Buechner


http://frederickbuechner.com/page-group/book/genre/now-and-then-memoir-vocation
http://frederickbuechner.com/page-group/book/genre/now-and-then-memoir-vocation
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From the Vicarage

Amanda's mum and dad have just come back from a tour of
Scotland. They visited my mum in Melrose and some
friends in Argyle. They had a lovely time, and it was even
sunny for a couple of days! They really enjoyed being in
Scotland but were surprised by one thing. The Scots tell
themselves very different stories about themselves, who
they are and where they come from. Amanda's mum and dad
noticed that the story of the battle of Bannockburn, where William
Wallace defeated the English army in 1314, is still prominent in many
places. And, as you drive into Lothian region, a sign by the road says
proudly OWelcome to Lothian, the home of the SaltireO which is th
Scottish 3ag.

On 24t May, Pentecost Sunday, or Whitsun, we hosted our third OFeas!
for All NationsO. As people gather to West Bromwich from many
countries across the world, we can tell each other the stories of who we
are and where we come from. The stories and sense of belonging are
all be different, and so, we Pnd that we lack a sense of belonging
together.

There is, however, a story which has the power to unite us all. It is
God's true story of the world. In the beginning, God created man and
woman in his image and lived with them. There was unity, love,
belonging and blessing. God said Obe fruitful and multiply, bll the eartt
and subdue itO but the man and the woman had other ideas. The worlc
descended into chaos and misery through selbshness as the man and
woman turned their back on God.

Then at Babel, as God had saw the aspirations of people to become
great, powerful and independent, he frustrated their plans by confusing
their language and scattering them across the globe.

The story of the bible from that point onwards is about God's gathering
the nations back to himself.  Through one man, Abraham, God
promised to bless all the nations of the earth, and to make for himself
one family, a fruitful family, which would Pll the earth and subdue it.

The Psalms ask the question Owhy do the nations conspire against the
Lord's anointed?O We can see the effects of this conspiracy today, ir
wars, the hoarding of wealth, starvation and in the fragmentation or
continued scattering of many nations. And yet, within that world at war,
there is a family at prayer, a family which is Plling the earth and
subduing it.



God promised in 720 BC, to host a feast for all nations, with rich food
and bne wine, and he would do this after he had removed the shroud of
death which covered the nations. Easter Sunday was the beginning of
the fulblment of that promise. Jesus was the brst man to rise from the
dead, but very soon the blessing promised through Abraham's offspring
began to spread.

On the brst day of Pentecost, in Jerusalem, 3000 men and women from
every nation under heaven heard and believed the good news of Jesus
Christ. They were blled with the Holy Spirit, repented of their sin and
joined the movement which is Plling the earth and subduing it.

The true story of the bible gives us a greater sense of who we are and
where we came from than any nationalistic tales. God's story has the
power to unite the nations because being humans, made by God in
image and called by God to PIl the earth and subdue it, is bigger than
being Scottish or English, Polish or Nigerian. Jesus is the head of this
movement and calls everyone of us to join him in uniting the nations of
the world. Will you join him?

With love
Neil
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Prayer Focus - We pray for our
world

HereOs a prayer of intercession from John Birch.

Prayer of the People

Father God, in whose love we live and move,
we pray for a world crying out to feel loved,
wanted, cherished and unique.

Heavenly Father, source of all love

We pray for a world torn apart by conf3ict and war.
A world that lives uneasily in a climate of fear

with no clear vision for future days

Heavenly Father, source of all hope

We pray for a world that thinks less of others than of self.
A world where division between nations, race, religion

neighbour and family leads to distrust

Heavenly Father, source of all peace PRAY FOR
We pray for a world that is short on happiness, THE

too busy to enjoy this world you have created, W@ RLD

too preoccupied with living to appreciate life.
Heavenly Father, source of all joy

We pray for a world where spiritual longing is satisbed
by fashionable notions and temporary solutions

with no thought for tomorrow.

Heavenly Father, source of our Salvation

We pray for a world that needs to know your love, your hope,
your peace, your joy and Salvation.

A world that needs to know it is special, unique

and is uniquely loved by a Heavenly Father. Amen.

N written by John Birch, and posted on his Faith and Worship
website." Visit that site for many other excellent worship resources."
http://www.faithandworship.com/


http://www.faithandworship.com/
http://www.faithandworship.com/
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= Putting God First =
| |

Many older readers of the Parish Magazine will remember this as only
yesterday yet it happened way back in July 1969, the 20th of that
month to be exact.

Guessed what the event was yet? Whether you have or not I'll tell you,
it was the day that two people from Earth walked on the moon. The
very prst time that this had happened. We all heard about this exciting
news with the very comprehensive coverage on our televisions and
radios. But there is one particular aspect of this landing that we never
heard about at the time and only came to light many years later for on
the surface of the moon, 250,000 miles from the nearest Christian
church a communion was held, Buzz Aldrin was an elder in the
Presbyterian Church. Knowing that he would soon be doing something
completely unprecedented, he felt he needed to do something really
special to mark the occasion and asked his minister to help him. His
minister consecrated a communion wafer and a small vial of
communion wine to be taken into space with him.

A few minutes after landing, Aldrin made the following statement: "This
is the LM pilot. I'd like to take this opportunity to ask every person
listening in, whoever and wherever they may be, to pause for a
moment and contemplate the events of the past few hours and to give
thanks in his or her own way." Then ending the radio communication he
read a passage from St. John's Gospel and took communion.

His actual words were:

"In the radio blackout, | opened the little plastic packages which
contained the bread and the wine. | poured the wine into the chalice
our church had given me. In the one-sixth gravity of the moon, the
wine slowly curled and gracefully came up the side of the cup. Then |
read the Scripture, '| am the vine, you are the branches. Whosoever
abides in me will bring forth much fruit. Apart from me you can do
nothing.' | ate the tiny Host and swallowed the wine. | gave thanks for
the intelligence and spirit that had brought two young pilots to the Sea
of Tranquility . It was interesting for me to think: the very first liquid ever
poured on the moon, and the very first food eaten there, were the
communion elements.”

With thanks to Eric Metaxas who wrote an original report

Roger Stapenhil | - parish window



The Gospel Writers - Part 2 The
Gospel according to St. Luke

|
This is the second of four articles that look at the writers behind the four gospels in
the New Testament.

F )

Luke, the writer of the third gospel was also the - -
author of the Acts of the Apostles. "He is linked FOUR GOSPELS
to Paul as a Ofellow worker® (Philemon 24) anc MATTHEW

is also described as, Othe beloved

physician.O (Col. 4 :14) "Both of LukeOs writing: M A R K
have an introductory dedication to someone

called, Theophilus, from whom Luke appears to i L U K E !
have received patronage for his work. " The &
name OTheophilusO literally translates as, Olovi J O H N |
of GodO, which links neatly with the universal

appeal of both books. h )

ra

Luke was a Gentile and has the unique distinction of being the only non

Jewish New Testament writer. "He probably wrote his gospel sometime

during the last two decades of the brst century. "Tradition suggests he
was part of a Christian church in Antioch. "In his introduction to the

gospel, Luke acknowledges the existence of a number of sources that

were available to him as a gospel writer. "One of these was MarkOs
gospel upon which he draws heavily and often verbatim. "Another was,

probably, a collection of oral and written tradition which was also

available to Matthew. " About two hundred verses, in some form or

another, of LukeOs gospel can also be found only in MatthewOs gospe
"Scholars have, not too creatively, identiped this source material as OQ(
"LukeOs third source appears to have been material known only to him
and is unique to his gospel. "This material includes LukeOs account of
the birth of John the Baptist, the witness of the shepherds and the

ancient Christian hymns we know as the Magnibcat and the Nunc
Dimittis.

As a gentile writer, Luke demonstrates little interest in particularly

Jewish matters, though he sees JesusO birth as part of a divine plan
revealed through the Old Testament. "He comes across as a keen

historian of that time and anchors his gospel in the mainstream of

Roman history. "However, for Luke, history is a vehicle of theological

interpretation and not an end in itself.



Luke has been described as, Othe gospel of the poor anc
disadvantagedO. "While Matthew writesBlessed are the poor in spirit,
Luke, signibcantly writes, Blessed are the poor,! "The feeling one has is
that this concern for the poor was not just a feature of LukeOs gospel bu
of the Christian community in which he lived. "LukeOs gospel is universa
and he, alone among the gospel writers, portrays the Samaritans in a
favourable light. (Luke 10:25 - 37 and 17:11 B 19) "Although Luke puts
women in the traditional roles of prayer, almsgiving and supporting the
missionary labours of men, he, nevertheless, has a special place for
them in his gospel as the interplay between Mary and Elizabeth in
chapter 1 illustrates.

Unlike the ending to MarkOs gospel, Luke clearly identibes a number c
resurrection appearances by Jesus, including the full account of the
story of the appearance on the road to Emmaus which is unique to his
gospel. "However, Luke goes even further and includes a reference to
the Ascension both at the end of his gospel and at the beginning of the
Acts of the Apostles.

The gospel of Luke has been called, Othe loveliest book in the world(
"Luke himself has been adopted as the patron saint of both doctors and
artists. " Tradition clearly identibes him as a physician while legend
suggests he was a skilled painter. " There is a portrait of Mary in a
Spanish Cathedral which is said to have been painted by him.
"However, it is as the writer of two books that remind us of the basis
and origins of our faith that we shall remember him.

Article from the Parish Window - Alan Jones
http://www.parishwindow.co.uk/



http://www.parishwindow.co.uk/
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Bring on the mediators.

7 N
| wonder what you think of the United Nations? § \\)/
The best hope for a peaceful world? Or an

expensive but ineffective talking shop?

\/
\\s74
=<<
United Nations

It was 70 years ago this month that delegates from

54 countries who had been meeting in San Francisco drew up a
OCharterO for a new world-wide inter-governmental organisation
replace the ineffective OLeague of NationsO. They wanted to ensu
that the two devastating world wars which had marked the brst half
of the 20th century would never happen again.

In October 1945 this Charter was adopted by 51 nations and the
OUnited NationsO came into being. The title was an aspiration rath
than an accomplishment, of course, but their vision of a world
body, eventually to encompass every nation and wielding immense
moral if not legal authority over the entire planet, was taking shape.
In 1945 its chief proponents were the victorious powers of the
Second World War, but every nation was invited to apply for
membership, including the defeated Axis powers.

Today every autonomous nation does in fact belong to the UN D
193 of them. The vision remains unchanged, but only partly
fulblled. In the early years of the UN the notion of a OSecurit
Council®, with the then Ogreat powersO as its permanent memb
(each with a veto) probably seemed a good idea. In practice, it has
too often been used to thwart the almost unanimous intention of
the member states B and of course the identity of the worldOs Ogre
powersO has changed. Could one imagine such a group today
excluding China, for instance?

Quite a lot of people are sceptical about the real value of the UN.
They note its inability to inBuence several of the worldOs notoriou:
Rash-points. The Israel-Palestinian situation has eluded every
attempt at mediation, for instance. The UN has not by any means
been able to abolish war or violence, though never since 1945,
thank God, on a global scale.

10



On the other hand, it is easy to forget the contribution of UN peace-
keeping forces in many potentially fraught situations over the years:
Cyprus, Lebanon, Sierra Leone, the Sudan. The world has got used
to the blue-helmeted UN soldiers, usually drawn from a number of
nations, standing between opposing factions and countries, as
genuine Opeace-keepersO. The UN has also often had a role ¢
peace-maker (which is altogether more tricky), its mediators
working to enable dialogue and negotiation B what Winston
Churchill called OJaw-jaw rather than War-warO.

Mediator: what a lovely word for a lovely human function! A
mediator is a go-between, a healer and reconciler. Christianity has
its great Mediator, of course. OThere is one God; there is also one
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, Himself
humanO, writes St Paul. ThatOs what makes the perfect mediator
someone who can perfectly inhabit either side of the division (in this
case, both human and divine) and bring them together again. The
Divine Mediator, OHimself human®, gladly undertook that costly tas
But | donOt think He ever wore a blue helmet.

Flag of United Nations
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The Magna Carta-800 years on

This month marks the 800th anniversary of the
signing of Magna Carta B one of the most
famous documents in the world, and one of the
most misunderstood.

Meaning OGreat Charter®, it was signed a
Runnymede, a water meadow probably s _
designated for regular meetings, on the = =
Thames between Windsor and Staines.

Described sometimes as Oa failed peace

treatyO, it was agreed between the vastly 0
unpopular Plantagenet King John (1199-1216)

and a coalition of powerful barons who

threatened his reign.

Although nearly a third of the text was deleted or substantially
rewritten within ten years, and almost all the clauses have now
been repealed, its 39t and 40t clauses gave all Ofree menO the rigl
to justice and a fair trial.

This and other Magna Carta core principles are echoed in the
United States Bill of Rights (1791), described in 1946 by Eleanor
Roosevelt as Oa Magna Carta for all mankindGand in many other
constitutional documents around the world, as well as in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the European
Convention on Human Rights (1950).

Magna Carta is 4,000 words long and is now usually divided into 63
clauses, and opinions of it vary. Sir Edward Coke in the 17t century
and many others have seen it as enshrining the basic rights of an
English subject, and this is how it is normally viewed.

More recently, though, it has been pointed out that Magna CartaOs
more prominent clauses Ooffered special legal protection for the
Catholic Church and the aristocracy, advocated tax breaks for the
wealthiest, freed the City of London from regulatory oversight,
promised total freedom of immigration and placed the burden of
infrastructure maintenance on local communities instead of
governmentO.

12



In 1904, Edward Jenks published an article entitled "The Myth of
Magna Carta", which also undermined traditionally accepted views.

In 1930 the document was parodied by Sellar and Yeatman in 1066
and All That. OMagna Charter,O they concludedywas therefore the
chief cause of Democracy in England, and thus a Good Thing for
everyone (except the Common People)".

However, for most of us, Magna Carta remains a

foundation of English national identity. Lord Denning, !t:w)\

the most celebrated English judge of the 20t “‘rﬁ

century, described it in 1956 as "the greatest W/

constitutional document of all times B the foundation /fn

of the freedom of the individual against the arbitrary "'-\. }9‘\‘

authority of the despot". L A
1

Details of the anniversary can be found at http://magnacarta800th.com.

The Wit of Churchill

$,6'$7'<;$=">$7+7,6 @358 (@$A:'@'7B
@"(@$+7%$;6'SD(;$+=$E(:$D(7@;+7$F

In the House of Commons in 1912, Winston Churchill was
annoyed by Lord Charles Beresford. The latter, who fancied
himself as a public speaker, made clear his opposition to
Churchill's election as an MP. " Churchill is quoted as saying,
He is one of those orators of whom it is well said, " Before they
get up, they do not know what they are going to say; when
they are speaking, they do not know what they are saying and
when they have sat down, they do not know what they have
said." '

13
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= My Heart, My Mind =
J J

This story began thirty years before my Sis went home to be with her Lord.
OWhat is Sis calling me for at 2 oOclock in the Morning® , | thought.
thousand reasons Rowed through my mind echoing like some unfamiliar
chant. OMikeO, she said. | never heard anything else. A sudden numbnes
engulfed my entire being as | replied. OWeOre leaving nowO. | couldnOt beli
mum was gone. We were just back home two weeks ago celebrating
MikeyOs brst birthday. That night the snow storm of all storms covered m'
hometown prolonging all the misery and hell as far as | was concerned. The
chapel was packed three nights with hundreds of folk paying their last
respect. | knew mum was well liked but who could love her as much as | did.
OGod, if only 10d been homeO.#

#

In my mind | replayed those memories as | was making my way back to sit
with Sis. SheOd stepped in being more of mum than a sister over the years
because of the twenty year gap in our age. Somehow, | knew 10d beer
chosen to be by her side when her golden heart stopped beating and my
loved one quietly and peacefully slipped from this earth and entered into the
gates of heaven. Lord God, why me, was echoing in my thoughts. If | could
make this plea convincing enough. Maybe just maybe, 10d be released fron
the hardest task | could ever be asked to do. In the midst of this intense
struggle an unexplainable inner quietness brought my soul and mind into a
perfect rest. And, whatever lay before me was in His hands.

Family, friends and yes, | believe OangelsO had been gathered at my niece!
home for nearly a week surrounding my Sis with love and respect. We
prayed and sang songs of comfort and praise. Really not knowing the
fullness of what would be next. It was nearly dawn now and everyone was
trying to get a little sleep where ever they could Pnd a corner as | was sitting
holding her hand. | knew when her spirit left to be with the Lord. At that
moment, | felt the brush of angelsO wings as they ushered her away. The
room blled with a heavenly scent, it was the most beautiful aroma 10ve eve
smelled. The bittersweet memory of that God experience---the day Sis went
home, the day the angels came for her will forever be etched in my mind.

My mind became so clear that morning that God is a God of Order! | was
instructed who to wake and to allow everyone to receive His deep
expression of love for them. That morning rang with the choir of angels
and the chariots of God sweeping the sky with brush strokes of painted
glory and majesty! | will never be the same and can't believe anyone that
was present will ever be the same either.

Michael W.Cochran - parish window
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- We all Need a Tree n m

d J

| hired a plumber to help me restore an old

p " “  farmhouse, he had just bPnished a rough prst

5 ~ day on the job: a Rat tyre made him lose an

O Y hour of work, his electric drill packed in and his
— ancient pick-up refused to start.

While | drove him home, he sat in stony silence. On arriving, he
invited me in to meet his family. As we walked toward the front
door, he paused brielly at a small tree, touching the tips of the
branches with both hands.

When opening the door he underwent an amazing transformation..
His face was wreathed in smiles and he hugged his two small
children and gave his wife a kiss.

Afterwards he walked me to the car. We passed the tree and my
curiosity got the better of me. | asked him about what | had seen
him do earlier.

'Oh, that's my trouble tree,' he replied 'l know | can't help having
troubles on the job, but one thing's for sure, those troubles don't
belong in the house with my wife and the children.. So | just hang
them up on the tree every night when | come home and ask God to
take care of them. Then in the morning | pick them up again.’
'Funny thing is,' he smiled,’ when | come out in the morning to pick
‘em up, there aren't nearly as many as | remember hanging up the
night before.'

parish window article
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Frederick Buechner

Carl Frederick Buechner (born July 11, 1926) is an American
writer and theologian. He is an ordained Presbyterian minister
and the author of more than thirty published books. His work
encompasses different genres, including fiction, autobiography,
essays and sermons, and his career has spanned six decades.

Quote of the Day: A Point of No Return

THE WORLD IS FULL of people who seem to have listened to the wrong
voice and are now engaged in life-work in which they bnd no pleasure or
purpose and who run the risk of suddenly realising someday that they
have spent the only years that they are ever going to get in this world
doing something which could not matter less to themselves or to anyone
else. This does not mean, of course, people who are doing work that from
the outside looks unglamorous and hum-drum, because obviously such
work as that may be a crucial form of service and deeply creative. But it
means people who are doing work that seems simply irrelevant not only to
the great human needs and issues of our time but also to their own need
to grow and develop as humans.

In John Marquand's novel Point of No Return, for instance, after years of
apple-polishing and bucking for promotion and dedicating all his energies
to a single goal, Charlie Gray Pnally gets to be vice-president of the fancy
little New York bank where he works; and then the terrible moment comes
when he realises that it is really not what he wanted after all, when the
prize that he has spent his life trying to win suddenly turns to ashes in his
hands. His promotion assures him and his family of all the security and
standing that he has always sought, but Marquand leaves you with the
feeling that maybe the best way Charlie Gray could have supported his
family would have been by giving his life to the kind of work where he
could have expressed himself and fulblled himself in such a way as to
become in himself, as a person, the kind of support they really needed.

There is also the moment in the Gospels where Jesus is portrayed as
going into the wilderness for forty days and nights and being tempted
there by the devil. And one of the ways that the devil tempts him is to wait
until Jesus is very hungry from fasting and then to suggest that he simply
turn the stones into bread and eat. Jesus answers, "Man shall not live by
bread alone," and this just happens to be, among other things, true, and
very close to the same truth that Charlie Gray comes to when he realises
too late that he was not made to live on status and salary alone but that
something crucially important was missing from his life even though he
was not sure what it was any more than, perhaps, Marquand himself was
sure what it was.

16
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There is nothing moralistic or sentimental about this truth. It means for
us simply that we must be careful with our lives, for Christ's sake,
because it would seem that they are the only lives we are going to have
in this puzzling and perilous world, and so they are very precious and
what we do with them matters enormously. Everybody knows that. We
need no one to tell it to us. Yet in another way perhaps we do always
need to be told, because there is always the temptation to believe that
we have all the time in the world, whereas the truth of it is that we do
not. We have only a life, and the choice of how we are going to live it
must be our own choice, not one that we let the world make for us.
Because surely Marquand was right that for each of us there comes a
point of no return, a point beyond which we no longer have life enough
left to go back and start all over again.

-Originally published in The Hungering Dark

Do you remember?
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People and News
Birthday Celebrations - June 2015
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MONDAY MEDLEY GROUP!
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Forthcoming Events

Sunday 7th June!

Jeremy(Cs last Sunday at Holy Trinity.!
Jeremy is a popular and respected young man
and will be sadly missed by all of us at Holy
Trinity. We wish Jeremy GodGs blessings in
whatever direction his future leads.

Saturday 5th September!
Bethel Convention Centre

Bishop Jonathan said in his retirement message on
St Chad's Day: @ invite people to represent every
single parish at the Celebration of the Goodness of
God to us and to celebrate our life as a Diocese.”

The Goodness of God Celebration

The Goodness of God is a celebration of GodOs goodness and love. Or
Saturday, September 5th, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.,!'the doors of

the 2,500-capacity Bethel Convention Centre  will be thrown open,
and Christians of all ages from across the Diocese are welcome to
attend. It will be a day of great worship, powerful music, video witness,
live testimony, prayer,"thanksgiving...and chocolate."You can join in with
the activities for children and young people, participate in our" Messy
Church, or*hear Rt Revd Gordon Mursell, former Bishop of Stafford and
an inspiring speaker, talk on the Goodness of God."

Tickets are limited and available through a draw at Holy
Trinity later in the year. If you would like a ticket please
put your name on the list at the back of church
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